WIDENING ACCESS TO MEDICINE IN PRACTICE

Key Speakers:

Vicki Drew is Head of Widening Access at the University of Wales College of Medicine. She is responsible for introducing and co-ordinating many widening participation initiatives. Programmes include summer schools, student mentoring and health taster courses in a variety of workshop settings. She is also responsible for analysing the admissions process to ensure fairness throughout. 

The talk will cover a model of a specific widening access scheme which operates with pupils throughout the whole of Wales. Different ways of working with pupils, particularly those in rural settings, will be described and discussed. 

Sally Curtis is a lecturer for Level 0 Medicine (BM6) and project leader for Science to Health, part of the widening access to medicine outreach scheme at the University of Southampton. Science to Health aims to enthuse pupils aged 11-14 about science through lively interactive sessions and to raise awareness of the health applications of science by stimulating pupils’ interest in HE and the health professions.   

Sally will be holding a workshop, demonstrating the sessions she undertakes with schools and talking about how the scheme was developed and delivered. She will be discussing the feedback from staff and pupils and offering personal reflections on the scheme. 

Angela Fenwick is Lecturer in Medical Education at Southampton and was involved in the development of the level 0 Medicine, part of a 6 year Bachelor of Medicine programme (BM6).  It specifically aims to target disadvantaged groups of people who, for example, may not have had the opportunity at school to fulfil their potential, or may come from backgrounds where there is a lack of experience of higher education.   In order to offer places to applicants in our target group, the School operates a screening criteria system as part of its selection process.  Angela’s talk will outline the rationale for the introduction of this system and discuss some of the problems and issues arising from its use.  

Pamela Garlick is the Director of the Extended Medical Degree Programme at
the Guy's, King's and St Thomas' School of Medicine. The six-year programme, which began in 2001, has 60 students on it at the moment (spread over the first three years) and will have a new intake of 40 students in October. The students are all from local state secondary schools and, by definition, have not achieved the ABB at A level required by the conventional 5-year programme.

Pamela will talk both about the Admissions process and about the course structure itself, with emphasis on the extra support, both academic and non-academic, that the students need. She will also discuss the changes that will be implemented from October 2004, in response to what she believes the students find difficult.


Vicky Hargest is Education Liaison Officer with Sheffield University’s Outreach and Access to Medicine Scheme (SOAMS). The School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences was recently awarded 20 additional places on the MBChB for pupils who have the ability to become good doctors, but who would not normally consider this a serious option. SOAMS consists of various phases from work with Year 9-13 school pupils to post-applicant.

Kenton Lewis is the Widening Participation Officer for St. George’s Hospital Medical School. Prior to this he worked at the University of Oxford, where he was responsible for quality assurance in the Life and Environmental Sciences division. 


Kenton will talk about the innovations that St George’s have introduced in their outreach work, and share some of that good practice. He will focus on the following projects: the "Taste of Medicine", an interactive CD-ROM for year 9; the 

"Experiments Roadshow" (now franchised to 6 Scottish HEIs) and "get you HANDS ON medicine" - a cross between shadowing and work experience.
Seminar Chair:

Chris Stephens, Director of Education within the School of Medicine at the University of Southampton, will chair the seminar. He chairs the Education Management Committee and Exams and Assessment committee for the School as well as co-ordinating the final clinical year and organises a number of courses. He has been involved in developing tutors to teach communication skills as well as working with staff to develop their teaching roles. In 2001 he worked as a consultant for the WHO helping a medical school in Sri Lanka develop their undergraduate medical curriculum. In 2003 he was appointed as a visitor for the GMC.

He has been involved the medical school expansion and in developing an innovative widening access project to Medicine "New Pathways" and also in developing the "New Generation” Interprofessional Education common learning pathway within the faculty.

As well as chairing the seminar, Dr. Stephens will give an overview of the background to the development of widening access to medicine schemes.

