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Research and Development Fund 2009: Call for Proposals 
FACE recognizes the crucial role that research plays in Access and Continuing Education. It also recognizes the challenges that members often face in identifying the resources to deliver such research, especially when funding streams are often focused narrowly on particular themes or topics. FACE can assist its members here through the annual FACE Research and Development Fund. 

For the fourth year in succession FACE is able to support small pieces of research into Access and Continuing Education through its Research and Development Fund. In 2010 there will be 3 research grants available each with a value of £1500. 

This year we wish to support projects on the theme of:

‘Which way now for widening participation: the forces that will shape progression in the next 5 years’

We would welcome proposals in any area related to this topic. Research may examine: 
· pedagogical developments
· innovations in practice and their impact
· work into the attitudes/behaviour of stakeholders – in particular future students and staff 
· institutional practices and their projected evolution
· building future partnerships for lifelong learning and HE access
· changes/trajectories in Higher Education policy or broader policy changes per se
The maximum value of a proposal should not exceed £1500. All proposers must be FACE members. Institutions/individuals can join FACE at any time. Please see the website below for details. 
Application Details
All proposals must:

· Demonstrate that they will contribute to the organisations core commitment to social inclusion through the promotion of lifelong learning opportunities for all groups in society. 
· Focus on research placed in a theoretical context which would be suitable for possible future publication. The intention is not to support work which is primarily an evaluation report on a particular project. Proposals which focus on particular projects will be considered, but they must place the impact of the work in its wider theoretical/policy context and illustrate appropriate methodological rigour. 
· Lead to a final report/paper of between 3000 – 5000 words which has to be presented at the FACE Conference 30th June to 2nd July 2010 at Southampton Solent University. 
· Be presented at a seminar bringing together the work funded in the stream in the first part of the 2010-11 academic year. 

· Payment will be made on receipt of the full research publication and the submission of an approved invoice.

We would like to invite proposals for such research to be submitted via the proposal form attached. Proposals must be received to athertg@wmin.ac.uk by February 12th 2010 at 5.00 pm 

If you have any enquiries regarding the Fund please contact Dr. Graeme Atherton on athertg@wmin.ac.uk
For further details on FACE and membership and work that we have funded in the past please visit the FACE website: www.f-a-c-e.org.uk
Proposers will be informed by February 19th 2010 regarding the decision of the FACE Research and Development panel on their proposal.  Details of successful proposals will be posted on the FACE website.
FACE Research and Development Fund Proposal Form

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE LENGTH OF THE TOTAL PROPOSAL FORM MUST NOT EXCEED 3 SIDES OF A4 AND MUST BE NO SMALLER THAN 12 POINT. 

Name:

Contact Address:

Telephone number:

E-mail address:

Title of research proposal:

Research Statement:

Please outline your research proposal. Please include:

Background to the project: How it will contribute to the core commitment of FACE.

Aims and Objectives of the research: What you hope to find out and any research questions you will examine.

How the research will be carried out: The methods you will use and why you are using these methods.

Delivery Plan: A brief delivery plan indicating milestones to be achieved 
Ethical issues: Outline any ethical issues that the research presents and how these are to be addressed. 

Budget:

	Category
	Cost

	Staffing
	

	Equipment/Materials
	

	Consumables/expenses/other costs (please specify)


	

	Total
	


Please note the Research and Development Fund will not pay for conference attendance. 

Completed proposals should be submitted electronically to Dr Graeme Atherton at athertg@.ac.uk no later than 5pm February 12th 2010. 
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